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MY FR.CANISIUS

A young mother was praying, tears flowing down
her cheeks, for her seventh baby in her womb.
Seven is a number of completion in the Bible, she
was feverishly praying with hope against hope
for this baby to survive in her womb. The doctors
did not give her much hope, and in the days this
happened there were no modern facilities. This
was in the year 1914, in Anandapuram, Kerala. The
country was still under the rule of the British.
When the worried mother Mariam cried herself to
sleep , she saw St Joseph appear and assure her
the baby will be fine. And ofcourse, the baby was
fine, it was a boy and the delighted parents named
him “Oseph” Joseph in Malayalam.

There was always something special about this
name in the Bible, Joseph in the old testament was
virtuous and gifted, St Joseph in the new testament
was also virtuous and gifted. Both had divine
dreams and were very close to God. This Joseph
was also divinely appointed to be like them.
When he grew up, his heart was always drawn to
God, mesmerized and enamored by His love. He
wanted to his life completely to God as he had
done with his heart. He was praying about this
deep longing, as ever asking his beloved Jesus
what to do. Joseph never did anything without
praying and he did in every opportunity to pray,
Which would continue till the very end of his
journey on earth. He saw a vision of Mother of
God, holding a Carmelite scapular and he instantly
knew in his heart what he must do.

He informed his prayerful parents whom he always
said were his gift and blessings from God. And
with their permission he set on his journey, which
would pave a path to thousands in future to move

Alny&0e3emOuInm &3S3e0em

closer to God. He is none other than Fr. Canisius,
loving known as “Canisius Achan”.

Never was it ever known that God doesn’t bestow
his graces on the soul, which completely delights
and trusts in him. Canisius achan went to Rome,
did his doctorate in Sacred Scripture, of course,
he loved Jesus not only in his body, blood, soul
and divinity, but also as word. Just like how both
the Josephs were blessed with wisdom, our Fr
Canisius too was blessed with wisdom.

When a soul is thoroughly drenched with Jesus,
it cannot but help attract others also to him. In his
years of priesthood, he has taught many young
seminarians Sacred Scripture and been a spiritual
Father to countless many. He still continue to
attract souls to Christ.

One look at his picture one can’t help but feel
years of familiarity towards him. As our Lord said
our eyes are the light to our souls, his eyes exudes
warmth and love and assures everyone of his
prayers. | could not help but wonder , why i did
not get the chance to meet him ? I shot number of
films in Kerala and not once have | seen him. Fr
Canisius is so special he tugs at your heart with
his innocent and his love filled smile.

He was so obedient to God and his superiors that
his entire life is a reminder of “Divine Obedience”
we need to learn. He was also obedient to his
doctors in his later life, he was so humble and
simple. Because his doctors wanted him to exercise
his hands, he My Fr.Canisius very sincerely in all
his difficulty he methodically raised both his arms
one after the other, just once. Upon questioning
why just once ? He would lovingly say “son, this



all i am able to do, the pain is unbearable”. His face
never gave away what he was going through, for
he was happily extending Christ’s suffering in his
body. After all it only makes sense that he follows
his beloved more closely and share everything !!!
He never complained or found fault in anyone.
Because of his Rheumatoid arthritis he was not
even to secure his Dhoti/Mundu ( lengthy piece
of lined cloth tied on the hips covering the entire
lower body) and needed help. He went through
even such humbling situations without ever
stopping his smile. When one such day, his dhoti
was coming off, and he had to call someone quickly
to escape the embarrassment of his clothes falling
off his hips, a helper in the centre came and quickly
helped FR Canisius to tie his dhoti. Only it was so
tightly secured that it started hurting Fr Canisuis
tender body already riddled with pain. After a
longtime of patiently bearing the pain, when it was
no longer possible to manage the bloating of his
stomach and the pain shooting, he started ringing
a small bell in his hand to call his assisting priest.
The priest heard the bell and came running to help

{

him shocked to see the pain and discomfort Fr
Canisuis was in. And the reply of Fr Canisuis ?
So sad, Antony was so busy that I troubled him to
tie my dhoti” Such was his understanding and
love. This gentle soul went through Rheumatois
Arthiritis, Spondylitis, Herpes, Eye Surgery and
Urinary tract surgeries. And precisely because of
those he is able to intercede for many for the same
problems and more. He was an educator and we
see many answered prayers of students. This
pious priest was also a hidden victim soul, for he
truly believed in suffering as a gift to all around
him. He believed not in his presence while people
went through problems, but praying in God’s
presence for people’s problems. A quality of a
Saintly person.

In the very end of learning about this sweet Fr
Canisius and looking into his picture, | couldn’t
help but feel I have gained yet another big brother/
uncle/father/a priest as a family member in heaven
to pray for me and my family.

Dearmost Fr Canisius, pray for us '!! Amen.
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Fr.Canisius

The Living Saint :

Fr Canisius is a biographical
work on the servant of God Fr.
Canisius written by Fr Jose
Chunkan CMI, and translated by
Prof. C.V Francis. This book
presents the lovely and pius
growth of a little boy by name
Ouseph from the remote village
of Annadpuram to a Veteranh
spiritual leader with deep God-
experience and to the status of
servant of God in the Catholic
Church. The golden words,
‘Golden Virtues’ and heavenly
intercessions which are de-
scribed in this book offer a good
harvest for the spiritual minds.
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WEBSITE

Canisiuscmi.com, a website is designed to know and promote
the life and devotions of Servant of God Fr Canisius CMI. Itis a
virtual platform explains the saga of a great spiritual person Fr
Canisius. This website contains various features to explore the
Life of Fr Canisius. Here you will find a short Biography, his
letters and words, including the Holy Face Rosary which he
prayed every day. It has a photo gallery consists of images
related to Fr Canisius. This website has to be subscribed by the
user in order to know the frequent changes that occurs in the
website. This website is connected with all other forms of social
networks. It provides a prayer request box where the user can
send intercessions and testimonies to document them regularly.
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MOBILE APP
"In all your ways acknowledge him, and he
will make straight your paths." Proverbs 3:6

The Canisium App "Canisium" is an android ap-
plication that consists of a digital data collection
about Servant of God Fr. Canisius Thekkekkara
CMIL. Itis created as a user friendly without any
restrictions for accessing the data. The user
would have at least one notification daily for the
Canisius words to meditate upon. The contentin
the application is divided into five parts; namely
life history, Gallery, Prayers, Prayer Requests,

and More. Life history shows a brief description
of the life events in which Fr. Canisius has gone
through. Images can be downloaded from the
Gallery section and hear the audio of letters by
Fr. Canisius. Inthe prayer section we see three
parts, here the Canisius Mozhikal is shown and
it is a sharable and downloadable image re-
source updating daily and includes the Rosary.
The prayer requests are sent through the next
option safely and it is collected in prayer-box in
the cloud with a Firebase secure connection.
We have established the works of Fr. Canisius
around 15 platforms that can be accessed by the
iconin the section More and also the official website
of Fr. Canisius can be accessed through the
application. One of the most effective features of
this application is the daily notification with
Canisius Words.

MEDIA PLATFORMS

Servant of God Fr. Canisius Thekkekkara CMI
was a man of prayer. He had a deep relation-
ship with God. This relationship enhanced his
thoughts and deeds. These thoughtful and
prayerful words enrich lot of people including
religious priests and nuns. Now we are trying
to reach out his letters, sayings and articles to
everyone through the help of different platforms
in the modern world hoth visual and audio.
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Vice Postulator, Servant of God Canisus Thekkekara CMI
Devamatha Provincial House, Thiruvambadi P.O., Patturaikkal, Thrissur- 680 022, Kerala, India
Mob: 9447694975, Ph: 0487 2334430 Email: sgfrcanisiuscmi@gmail.com




